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[167] CHAPTER XL
OF THEIR CUSTOMS AND THEIR BELIEF.

DO not propose to repeat what I have previously
said upon this subject, but intend to add only
what new things I have learned aboutit. IfI

use repetitions, it is because I have forgotten what I
have already told, or that I may explain it more ful-
ly. Among the superstitions used to cure the sick,
they sometimes induce a man, a woman, or a child
to remain near them, imagining that this helps them
to recover their health. They are so compliant in
this respect that, if a sick person asks some one to
stay near him in this way, he is so readily obeyed
that one who should refuse him this kind office would
be considered very ungrateful, although it is a very
tiresome duty; for he must remain there idle, [168]
without other occupation than to sit beside the patient.

They have their patients take emetics; dysentery
is cured by drinking the juice of leaves or branches
of the Cedar, which have been boiled.! Father Bu-
teux said he saw a child recover very soon, after
having taken this medicine.

They throw the Bear’s gall into the fire to see if it
will crackle, conjecturing from this noise whether
they will capture others.

Father Buteux asked a Savage why they fixed their
javelins point upward. He replied that, as the thun-
der had intelligence, it would, upon seeing these
naked javelins, turn aside, and would be very careful



